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In the mid to late 1980’s I was a volunteer member of the Vancouver Branch of the 

United Nations Organization in Canada (UNAC).  The UNAC was a non-Governmental 

Organization (NGO) that existed to assist the efforts of the United Nations in New York.  

The patron of the UNAC is the Governor General of Canada.   

 

I had joined the Vancouver Branch of the UNAC in the spring of 1986, around the time 

that the Chernobyl Incident, occurred and having a background in physics and 

international affairs I found my talents and expertise much appreciate by the Parliament 

of Canada and the UNAC.    

 

The Children of Chernobyl  

 

At the time I was employed on a fixed-term contract with a Canadian company in 

Richmond BC specializing in satellite digital image processing and so I was kept 

appraised as to the scale and severity of the Incident, helping to interpret the public 

domain visual and infrared pictures from the French SPOT 1 satellite of the explosion 

and melt down of the Chernobyl reactor’s core.   

 

The explosion and fire at the Chernobyl reactor was an incident and not an accident 

because it was caused by Soviet mismanagement and the poor design of the light water 

cooled, graphite moderated reactor at the site.  The design was in fact a scaled up version 

of the production reactors used by the Soviets to produce weapon grade plutonium.  

Accidents are unforeseen or random acts, the Chernobyl Incident was anything but 

unforeseen and random.  It occurred because of scientific stupidity and political 

arrogance by the Soviet managers at the facility. 



In the immediate aftermath I would assist the efforts to help the Children of Chernobyl   

In my capacity as a member of the UNAC I provided wise counsel to Parliament, and 

assisted in efforts to establish a NGO Program, later supported by the Rt. Hon. Governor 

General of Canada and the Great Seal of the Parliament of Canada to lend direct and 

substantive assistance the Children of Chernobyl.   The Children of Chernobyl initiative 

opened the homes of Canadians of Ukrainian descent to these unfortunate souls.   

 

It was my distinct pleasure to have assisted in this initiative the late Mr. John Verigin of 

Grand Forks BC, a 1976 Recipient of the Order of Canada, a 1989 recipient of the Order 

of the People’s Friendship from General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet 

Union, and a 1996 recipient of the Order of British Columbia.  In the spring of 1986 Mr. 

Verigin’s granddaughter was in Kiev at the time of the disaster and so the Verigin family 

had a first hand understanding of the trauma and hardship experienced by the ”Children 

of Chernobyl”  (refer to the article:  The Children of Chernobyl).   

 

The 1986 Joint NRDC/Soviet Academy of Sciences Seismic 
Verification Project 

 

In the fall of 1987 a January 1988 International Science Symposium on a Nuclear Test 

Ban organized and sponsored by the Natural Resources Defence Council (NRDC) of 

New York  

 

In May 1986 the NRDC, a NGO out of New York, had made arrangements to place 

autonomous seismic stations near the main nuclear test sites in the USSR and in the 

United States.    In the fall of 1987 as a UNAC specialist in nuclear technology I would 

be invited to attend the January 1988 science symposium and brief the Parliament of 

Canada on the status of the Nuclear Test Ban and the work of NRDC in the area of 

remote seismic verification (refer to the article “The Joint NRDC/Soviet Academy of 

Sciences Seismic Verification Project” at archive.org). 

 



At lunch at the second day of the NRDC/SAS symposium UN Ambassador William 

Epstein, who is Canadian, informed me that Ambassador Maurice Strong, another 

Canadian, and a member of the Brundtland Commission on Sustainable Development 

would be speaking in a few weeks at a public policy forum in Vancouver.    After lunch 

Ambassador Epstein informed me that he had make arrangements for an invitation to be 

sent to me as a representative of the UNAC to attend the Vancouver Forum. 

 

The Brundtland Commission and Our Common Future 

 

As it would happen, the fall of 1987 was also when the Brundtland Commission report on 

Sustainable Development titled Our Common Future came out.  The report was published 

by Oxford University Press in 1987. (Refer to Fig. 1:  Our Common Future).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1:  Our Common Future 

 

The Commission was named in honour of the Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland former Prime 

Minister of Norway and former Minister of the Environment for Norway ( refer to Fig. 2:   

Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland) 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2:   Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland 
 

The Brundtland Commission defined for the first time the concept of Sustainable 

Development, as 

 

 “Sustainable Development:  development that meets the needs of the present, 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”   

 

Some historians like to trace the beginning of international efforts to better balance 

development with environment to the book “Silent Spring”, or the Club of Rome.  Why 

not just say Malthus?   

 

A closer look at how the OECD nations industrialized, and the advancement and 

evolution in their governance, their Parliamentary Traditions and economic and trade 

policies, show that the “sustainable development” concept existed in one way shape or 

form within the efforts of countries like Canada for some time.    

 



For instance, in the energy sector in Canada, first came wood, then coal, then fossil fuel, 

hydroelectric power, nuclear energy and recently technologies like photovoltaics, and 

vehicular hybrids (which have been used on trains and naval ships for over five decades). 

 

In the early 1980’s the Parliament of Canada undertook a Commission, the MacDonald 

Commission, to take stock of Canada’s industrial, science and technology and trade 

policies.  The evolution towards a more sustainable development here in Canada, while 

not explicitly mentioned as such in the three volume MacDonald Commission Report.   

The MacDonald Commission also recommended Freer Trade, a policy that would be 

undertaken by the Parliament of Canada in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s.  Which has 

made Canada’s Economy more sustainable. 

 

Canadian Ambassador Maurice Strong 

 

Canada’s two representatives at this UN sponsored Commission were Ambassador 

Maurice Strong (Refer to Fig. 3: Ambassador Maurice Strong).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 3: Ambassador Maurice Strong (Brundtland Commission) 



The 1988 Vancouver Forum 

 

I met Ambassador Strong in the spring of 1988 (either February or March, I cannot 

remember) after he had given the lead talk at the public policy forum.  (refer to Fig. 4: 

Ambassador Strong addressing the Vancouver Forum). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 4: UN Ambassador Maurice Strong addressing the Vancouver Forum (picture 
by the author). 

 

After his talk UN Ambassador Maurice Strong and I sat next to each other at lunch (at his 

invitation, he having been told by Ambassador Epstein to seek me out at the conference). 

 

Maurice Strong and I had a long and substantive discussion about the work of the 

Brundtland Commission, the challenges then besetting the United Nations and Canada, 

about how one could implement Sustainable Development ideas to work at a regional 

level.  

 



Our conversation lasted long after the official end of lunch and the commencement of the 

afternoon policy sessions.   Ambassador Strong signed and then gave me the copy of the 

speech he had just delivered (a copy which I have since misplaced) as well as an 

autographed copy of Our Common Future.     

 

This autographed copy of Our Common Future would make the rounds in North and 

West Vancouver that spring and summer (see below).  I have since lost track of who has 

the copy. 

 

As someone well versed in Canadian Governance, the Ambassador challenged me to do 

something on a Regional Level in support of the Sustainable Development efforts of the 

Brundtland Commision.   Ambassador Strong said he would expect some good ideas 

from me over coffee tomorrow.   

 

After lunch, as I sat and listened to some of the other speakers at the forum, I began to 

carefully read Our Common Future.  I would like to say that it produced an epiphany but 

I was already aware of most of the pragmatic and well thought out concepts outlined in 

the Commission’s report.    In some sense its low key approach to things would make the 

Commission’s recommendations more workable across a broad spectrum of UN members 

and different levels of government, Federal, State or Provincial, and of course Municipal. 

 

The Brundtland Commission: Three Important Areas 

 

The Brundtland Commission report focused on three important areas 

 

� Economic Growth,  

� Environmental Protection and  

� Equity Issues. 

 



Over coffee next day I told the Ambassador that I thought it best to try to undertake some 

initiatives at the Municipal level in the area of economic growth and in Environmental 

Protection.  He asked me to elucidate.   

 

I said that my background was in Science and Technology and so I boldly announced to 

him that I would encourage the three Municipalities across the North Shore, to undertake 

a Regional Science and Technology Economic Development Initiative.   

 

The three municipalities on the North Shore are 

 

� The District of North Vancouver, 

� The City of North Vancouver, and 

� The District of West Vancouver.   

 

Since Maurice Strong himself had expertise in the area of Economic Development and 

Science and Technology he suggested a number of books and articles to me.   

 

He seemed to anticipate that I would have more to say.  I suggested that the there 

municipalities could probably find a number of areas to improve their environmental 

protection bylaws and programs.  In essence, I committed myself to undertake regional 

initiatives in both Economic Development and Environmental Protection in support of 

the Brundtland Commission and Sustainable Development.   

 

The North Shore and Environmental Protection 

 

In the spring of 1988 I spoke with the Mayors of the District of North Vancouver 

(Marilyn Baker), of North Vancouver (Jack Loukes) and of West Vancouver (Don 

Lanskail) and passed my copy of the Brundtland Commission report around to the three 

of them.  

 



In the District of North Vancouver, at my recommendation, the Mayor and Council 

established an Environmental Review Committee with Alderman Bill Rodgers as Chair 

(now Provincial Court Judge Rodgers, North Vancouver) and we reviewed Municipal 

practices and made recommendations to North Vancouver District Council.  

 

The foundation for good policy was to a certain degree already in place.  Several of the 

Environmental Review Committee recommendations included, but was not limited to,   

 

� The establishment of a Regional household recycling program in the three 

Municipalities (the first in all Canada, an initiative which would be copied across 

Canada) 

� A more comprehensive creek and stream protection program, 

� A new no-net-loss tree retention program and the hiring of a municipal arborist 

� The establishment of the Maplewood Mud Flats Foreshore Park 

 

The District of North Vancouver a few years back gave me an award for my efforts but I 

have never found the time to swing by Municipal hall to pick it up. Now Municipalities 

across Canada have copied the programs we set into place.   

 

The whole program runs very well, is well supported by the citizens in North and West 

Vancouver and is not a burden on the taxpayers.  The whole program is also a fine tribute 

to Canada’s Parliamentary Traditions.   

 

The North Shore and a Regional Science and Technology 
Strategy 

 

One of the most interesting bit of community volunteer work I have been involved in is 

the Regional Science and Technology Strategy that my colleagues and I recommended 

for the now defunct North Shore Economic Development Commission (NSEDC) (refer to 

Fig. 5: The 1989 NSEDC Report – High Technology on the North Shore).   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5: The 1989 NSEDC Report – High Technology on the North Shore 

 

I suspect that not too many people will recognize the square black thing that the spectrum 

of light is emanating from.  If you do recognize it odds are you once used a PC, XT of 

PDP computer.   

 

As a founding member of the North and West Vancouver Science and Technology 

Committee my colleagues and I developed and implemented a regional Science and 

Technology Strategy that helped nascent companies like Ballard Technologies and 

several dozen other companies to grow to a presence in the marketplace.  Our report 

issued in 1989 titled “Towards 2001” won the North America Economic Development 

Officers Award of Excellence for our regional strategy. This initiative later became a 

model for other jurisdictions in Canada. 

 



The goal of the 1989 North Shore Science and Technology Strategy, which had the title –  

Towards 2001 – was  to double the high technology business activity on the North Shore 

in the decade 1990 to 2000 so that by 2001 there would be twice as many people 

employed in the sector and twice as much business activity in the sector.   

 

This would mean a commitment to 10% annual growth.  I am pleased to say that the 

North Shore surpassed the goal set out in Towards 2001 by the end of the decade.  We set 

our sights on the moon and ending up not only getting there, “we jumped gleefully over 

the moon.”   Key pages of the Towards 2001 Strategy is to be found in Appendix A.   

 

One of the gems of this decade for Economic Development on the North Shore was 

without question the establishment of the North Shore Studios on Brooksbank in North 

Vancouver, the attendant growth in the television and movies sector and the phenomenal 

successes of a dozen lead companies.   During the 1990’s such successful television 

programs as the very popular X – Files would come out of Brooksbank Studios. 

 

It was an honour to be present at and participate at the launch of the very successful film industry 

in BC.   Within a few years several other studios were established in the GVRD, including 

Dominion Studio in Vancouver and Mammoth Studio in Burnaby.  At its beginnings the film 

industry was a $ 25 million a year industry. Today it breaks $ 1 billion.  I have also been a 

technical consultant on several TV and movie projects. 

 

The David Come Lately and The Occupy Movement  

 

You will note that my commitment to Ambassador Strong in 1988 was made long before 

Sustainable Development became fashionable, nearly two decades before such ideas 

became main-stream or would in turn be appropriated and politicized by political activists 

and the fringes of the body politic – the “David come lately” as one wise political 

commentator called them.     

 



Many of these opportunists had become Paris Hilton in their sad and superficial 

characterization of the fairness and wisdom of Canadians and our neighbours to the 

south.   

 

Take for instance, the Occupy Movement, which originated with the fringe elements in 

Vancouver ostensibly with the third rate magazine Adbuster’s campaign, but really 

within the back rooms of one of the political parties.  The Occupy Movement was in itself 

a shallow attempt to usurp our democratic institutions, set this to point.   

 

I suspect that one day in 2013 Municipalities across North American who were affected 

by this street politics will bring suite against the proponents of the Occupy Movements to 

pay for costs and damages wrought on their fair cities.   

 

My thought is the behaviour of the Occupy Movement borders are at the very least 

narcissistic and neo-primitive, and at the very most disturbing and pathological.  Canada 

as a nation has grown by evolution and not by revolution.   

 

No centrally directed economy can achieve this, despite whatever convenient measure of 

“progress used”.  Nor can any call to the barricades, and proletarian politics achieve 

sustainable progress.      

 

Incidentally, neither socialism nor communism is sustainable.  I would hope that this is 

not forgotten by those who claim they stand under such banners in the name of 

sustainable development.   Such naïve beliefs are, by all wise measures, the opiate of a 

lazy intellect. 

 



The 2013 Club 

 

One of my close friends has suggested that if one wants to help Sustainable Development 

to look closely at where the goods we purchase are made and to be wise and selective in 

our purchases.  There is also what we euphemistically call “the secondary market.”  

 

Every time we purchase something we have a chance to be selective in our choices.  Do 

we buy the cheapest item or the better made – the item which will last?  Will the item last 

long or be discarded in short order.  Where is it made?  Who are we employing when we 

buy the item.  How was it made – following sustainable manufacturing techniques? Just 

for some fun, my colleague and I once went on a search for a ladle that was not made in 

China.   We finally found one that was made in Spain.  Symbolically our find coincided 

with the day that Spain declared a national financial crisis.   

 

My close friend has suggested to some of her friends that 2013 should be a year to shop 

wisely – she even suggested that the effort be called the “2013 Club”.   

 

An Urbane Garden 

  

The Brundtland Commission report focuses on some of the challenges of development 

and urbanization.    It is not too difficult to take the challenges to heart.  My close friend 

and I lead by example, we garden “An Urbane Garden” – an urban garden, that uses a 

wise mixture of old school and modern techniques including organic gardening, that 

would make our grand parents proud.    When our grand parents were young they wanted 

to escape the country to geo to the city.  Their grand children are trying to escape the 

cities to go back to the country.    

 

We have done this for a number of years and find that we can go months without 

purchasing vegetables from a grocery store.   Urban centres are the greatest source of 



environmental degradation and pose the greatest challenge for food production.  

Sustainable development requires more emphasis be put in Urbane Gardening. 

 

Our Parliamentary Traditions:  Key to Sustainable Development 

 

A closer look at the last two centuries of human progress within the OECD nations shows 

that the most important pillar to sustainable development is a vibrant and effective 

Parliamentary system.    It is the great and endearing Parliamentary Traditions that make 

sustainable development possible.  

 

I am related to Lord Elgin, one of the fathers of the Dominions of Canada.  You can trace 

my heritage through the Bruce clan to Lord Durham and the Durham report which set 

right the rebellion that occurred just before the Dominion of Canada was formed. My 

conviction does not lie with the street mischief that seems to be fashionable with some.  

 

It is my belief that there are no problems here in Canada and abroad that cannot be made 

better by a good debate in the House of Commons in Ottawa. My faith lies with the 308 

men and women we elect to the House of Commons, in their discussions, debates and 

decisions they make on our behalf … 

 

 and as such I stand as a Loyal Subject of the Crown and Friend to Canada’s Parliament, 

and wish them well in their efforts.  

 

References: 

 

[1] Our Common Future, Brundtland Commission, Oxford University Press, 1987 

[2] The entire 1989 North Shore Economic Development Report has been posted at 

archive.org, just search for it under the author’s name or in the PYTHAGORAS 

PUBLISHING. 

 



Appendix A:  Key Pages of the 1989 NSEDC Strategy – Towards 2001 
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